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Happy October, good people! 

We had a wonderful launch to our program year last month!   

A few highlights include a terrific “Welcome Back!” picnic 
on the 13th; Dennis Parker’s talk on Erasure in America at All 
Saints’ Lunch and Learn program on the 16th; our Grace Safe 
Church training on the 19th; the vestry continuing their 
planning work, building on last month’s meeting and half-
day August planning session on the 23rd; and all our ministry 
groups starting to kick into high gear again. Our regular and 
seasonal tenants are active in our spaces again; we hosted 
two Saturday Grief Groups, as usual each month; there was 
another informal Tea & Talk on the 24th; Grace hosted the Maryknoll collaborative Love Your 
Neighbor on the 28th in the St. Paul’s Campus Parish Hall, and much more. Thank you everyone 
for the hard work and success! Thanks be to God and to you!  Together, we truly make a 
difference for each other and Ossining. 

As always, you will learn about what’s going on at Grace in this newsletter. The two most 
important items are the beginning of our 2027 Stewardship Program and the continuing events 
in our discernment of the future of Grace Ossining. More information on the Stewardship 
Program is on page 4. For this report, I will highlight a few key points in our planning events, 
with more from our wardens.  

When will the actual campus decision take place?  That’s hard to answer at this point because 
the vestry has decided the parish won’t vote until everyone feels that they have received 
enough information and had enough time to process the information in conversation with 
others to be ready for a vote.  Right now, the vestry has penciled in the February 14, 2027 
annual meeting as the date of the vote, but it could be sooner if we feel ready…or later if we 
need more time.  However, the vestry has determined that we will make the final decision no 
later than June 30, 2027, so it will be sometime this program year and before our July 2027 
summer slowdown. 

How can we each get ready for the community discussions and the vote?  Right now, the 
most important question to ask and answer is:  What will a successful Grace Ossining look like 
and what will we be doing?  Our two historic parishes merged so Grace would be a successful 
Episcopal Church in Ossining and would thrive for years to come.  What does Grace thriving 
look like and mean to you? 
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To begin to answer that question, we will meet on Wednesday, October 14,  from 10:00  AM– 
1:00 PM in the Parish Hall on our St. Paul’s campus.  This meeting will also be livestreamed 
and recorded.  Lunch will be provided, so stay for that, too.  Here’s what we will talk about 
together:   

• What does it mean for Grace to be “successful”? 

• What does it mean for Grace to “thrive”?   

• What do you want to see started, for example, so Grace can be more successful and thrive 
more?   

• What do you want to see decrease so Grace can be more successful and thrive for decades to 
come?   

There are no wrong answers!  So consider what “Grace as a successful and thriving parish” means and 
looks like to you and come to share your ideas in conversation with others.   

Note: we know Wednesday is not ideal, especially for those working, but our very busy October 
calendar forces this first date.  If you can’t make it, please email your answers to a friend attending 
who can share them and/or email them to graceossining@gmail.com and I will share them for you 
with the group.  We’ll share the results of this discussion in emails, announcements, and the 
November newsletter. After this meeting, we will email parishioners summaries of the St. Paul’s and 
Trinity campus assessments done by Parish Property Management, the engineering firm Grace hired 
to assess all the maintenance and repair issues of both campuses with budgets for all the needed 
repairs and improvements.   

To guide the next steps of this work with transparency and care, the vestry has chartered the Campus 
Future Committee, co-chaired by Jo Ann McGrath and Richard Shaw, The Committee’s objectives are 
to: 

• Ensure every parishioner has easy access to the PPM report, campus valuations, and financial 
summaries;  

• Organize parish-wide informational sessions to  plan these meetings and information flow; 

• Design a clear, accessible, and orderly voting process, consistent with our parish bylaws. 

The tentative schedule at this point is to hold at least two more meetings: 

• Sunday, October 25: The Buildings & Grounds Committee will answer people’s questions about 
the PPM reports.  They are each over 30 pages long with over 90 photos per campus report 
and can be confusing.  Of course, lunch will be provided.  The one question our B&G Team 
can’t answer is how the repair budgets were determined because we don’t have the 
experience or the software to generate those numbers. But – fear not! 

• November: A representative from PPM will visit Grace to answer all those questions and 
concerns in our third Grace Community Discussion. The exact date is still to be determined. 

mailto:graceossining@gmail.com
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As you can see, a lot of work has been done by the vestry to design a thorough, transparent, and 
inclusive community discussion and decision process.  Please mark your calendars to attend in person 
or over livestream as we begin our Grace Community discussions. 

I close with a reading we will hear at worship on October 11.  It’s from St. Paul’s Letter to the 
Philippians (4:1-9).  As context, this community was in crisis.  Paul, their founder, was imprisoned and 
in danger.  There were strong disagreements in the Philippian community; two parishioners, Euodia 
and Syntyche, were in particularly hot dispute.  Folks had died, times were precarious, keeping the 
community together without their leader proved trying… And so what was Paul’s best advice?  What 
did he urge them to remember and focus on in their hard times? 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

The most momentous decision you have already made was to merge St. Paul’s and Trinity into Grace 
Church.  It was a heroic act of sacrifice, faithfulness, loss, hope, and commitment to The Good News 
as the Episcopal Church understands and promotes it – which can be very different from other 
Christian denominations!   

This program year, Grace faces its second momentous decision: what Grace’s permanent campus 
situation will be.  Like the first great decision, this one too has the capacity to tear apart the 
community and destroy the Episcopal presence in Ossining.  Once again, you are called – like the 
Philippians – to put aside personal preference and to come together in discussion and discernment to 
jointly decide what is best for Grace to succeed and thrive (as opposed to what we may personally 
prefer).  It’s a lot to ask of you.  But you have been proven to be faithful, wise, committed, and caring 
people.  And you are literally the world experts on how to be a successful Episcopal Church in 
Ossining.  There is nobody else anywhere who can better answer these questions for Grace.  We must 
first figure out together what it means for Grace to be successful and to thrive for decades to come so 
we can then determine what things Grace needs – like a campus – to be successful and to thrive for 
decades to come. 

As St. Paul said to the Philippians, so he says to us in our hard times and deliberations: “The God of 
peace will be with you.” Thanks be to God! 

With great admiration for you, and with continued faith, hope, and love, 

Yours, 

Fr. Hal+ 
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OCTOBER IS STEWARDSHIP SEASON. 

A pledge is a response to God in thanks for the Good News and is between you and God.  A 
pledge is a statement that Grace is your spiritual home. The amount of the pledge is 
inconsequential; there is no financial requirement.  You can literally pledge $1 or $10,000 and 
both are valid pledges.  Pledging is particularly important this year. Attendance is also 
important, but if you don’t pledge, you won’t be able to vote on Grace’s campus decision as 
per the Grace bylaws you created and voted on years ago.  So please be sure to pledge if you 
are a current Grace attendee who wants to vote! 

If you are a current Grace attendee and pledger, you will be getting a letter in the mail this 
month from vestry members encouraging you to pledge, so be on the lookout in your “snail 
mail” for the vestry’s stewardship campaign to launch in a couple weeks. 

And mark your calendars for Grace’s Pledge and Anniversary Sunday: November 8th at St. 
Paul’s with a luncheon for the community afterwards.  Be sure to come!  This is a lovely event 
each year.  It is good to be together over food, fellowship, and worship.  See if your buddies 
need a ride with you, too. 

Gratefully, 
 

Fr. Hal+ 
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DEACON’S MESSAGE 

MY UNEXPECTED AND COMPLETELY DELIGHTFUL DINNER WITH THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 

In late September, I had the great privilege to attend a gala dinner 
and fundraiser whose guest of honor was The Most Reverend and 
Right Honorable, the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. Also known as 
Dame Sarah Mullally, the 106th Archbishop of Canterbury, and the 
first woman ever to head the Anglican communion. It took 1,400 
years, but we now have a woman bishop heading our worldwide 
church. Many are happy, some are not, but all are watching closely 
to see what changes she will bring. 

Dame Sarah was a bold choice for this post. She was ordained later 
in life, after having a career as a cancer nurse. She eventually 
became the chief nurse for all of England, which certainly shows she 

has administrative skills, as well as a pastoral heart. Prior to becoming Archbishop, she was 
Bishop of London.  

In late summer, my spouse told me her employer, St. Paul's Riverside, would be purchasing 
tickets to attend the fundraising gala in Greenwich, and they would give the tickets to as many 
members of their youth group who wanted to go. My initial reaction was not positive. "Will 
teenagers really appreciate this historic event?" Given that my spouse heads Christian 
Education for the church, she was invited to go, along with youth and the clergy. The 
Nor’easter kept one young lady away, so I was given the extra ticket. I was moved by 
Archbishop's remarks, which focused on the importance of ministry and mission. "God is at 
work in us in ways we may not yet understand." 

I loved her words; I loved her sincerity. I also loved that her mitre sparkled. She actually had 
glitter in her vestments, which seemed to me a perfect touch of fun. I was very impressed with 
her warm and genuine presence. Ours was the only table with young people and she came to 
visit the teens several times. She spoke to each one, asked good questions, and encouraged 
each to pursue their interests and passions. Those teens certainly did appreciate the event and 
came away inspired. So much for my assumptions! 

The following morning, she delivered the sermon at Christ Church, Greenwich, then at 
evensong at St. Thomas in Manhattan. 

Our new archbishop was installed earlier this year. I suggest you watch the service by clicking 
here. The gospel was read in Spanish by a woman priest. The anthem sung by African women. 
The message was clear: we are doing things differently.  

Deacon Jean Marie 

https://www.youtube.com/live/MjLK48OWDRc?is=bPwi5pKI0skYx9wn
https://www.youtube.com/live/MjLK48OWDRc?is=bPwi5pKI0skYx9wn
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WARDEN’S REPORT 
“We need God’s Grace. We need each other.” – Bishop Matthew Heyd 

We mark our Fifth Anniversary as Grace Episcopal this November, and our work continues….. 
On Friday, October 2nd, everyone was sent an email invitation to serve on the Campus Future 
Committee. This is a critical phase in the process of discerning Grace Episcopal Church’s future.  
Here is what our Co-Chairs Richard Shaw and Jo Ann McGrath need from our parish family: 

We are seeking parishioners who are current, regular, and contributing members of Grace 
Church to serve on the working group. We hope to bring together people with a range of 
backgrounds, perspectives, and ties to both our campus traditions, as well as different 
generations within our parish. 

The committee will meet approximately once or twice a month from October 2026 through 
the winter. Members will assist in reviewing and preparing presentation materials, 
facilitating parish discussion sessions, and establishing the practical logistics for voting and 
teller oversight. 

A complete description of the process and how to volunteer for the committee are on page 7. 
It is important for us all to look at every option and to respectfully proceed with open minds, 
open to reimagined possibilities and to potential outcomes. This is the moment for you to step 
up and use your voice and talents, to sit at our table, and be a part of this historic moment in 
Grace Episcopal Church's future. You are invited to the table! RSVPs are due this Thursday, 
October 8th. 

And Bishop Heyd is absolutely right when he says “We need each other.” 

Thanks for your consideration of this most important appeal! 

Wardens: Cecilia Quintero (2027) cquintero1506@gmail.com 
 Richard Shaw (2028) rssshaw@gmail.com 

Vestry Members: Ann Barringer Spaeth (2027) abspaeth55@gmail.com 
 Milton Kerr (2027) mkdj46@yahoo.com 
 Alison Ford (2028) alisonford@msn.com 
 Maribeth Osgood (2028) mbosgood@outlook.com 
 Graham Gulian (2029) ggulian@gmail.com 
 Jo Ann McGrath (2029) mcgrathinator@gmail.com 

mailto:cquintero1506@gmail.com
mailto:rssshaw@gmail.com
mailto:abspaeth55@gmail.com
mailto:mkdj46@yahoo.com
mailto:alisonford@msn.com
mailto:mbosgood@outlook.com
mailto:ggulian@gmail.com
mailto:mcgrathinator@gmail.com
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GRACE CHURCH CAMPUS FUTURE COMMITTEE: INVITATION TO SERVE 

Over the past year, our parish has been engaged in careful discernment regarding the long-
term stewardship of our two campuses, Trinity and St. Paul’s. To help inform this journey, the 
vestry commissioned PPM to complete an objective Facility Condition Assessment of our 
buildings. That report provides comprehensive engineering data on the physical condition, 
required repairs, and deferred maintenance across both properties. 

To guide the next steps of this work with transparency and care, the vestry has chartered the 
Campus Future Committee. Our responsibility as co-chairs, together with a working group of 
parishioners, is to lead a thoughtful, open process focused on two primary responsibilities: 

1. Communication and Community Discussion: Ensuring every parishioner has easy access 
to the PPM report, campus valuations, and financial summaries; organizing parish-wide 
informational sessions (including recorded options for those who cannot attend in 
person); and maintaining a shared list of questions and answers so all voices are heard. 

2. Voting Process Design: Designing a clear, accessible, and orderly voting process, 
consistent with our parish bylaws, leading up to the February 2027 Annual Meeting. The 
parish vote will serve as an essential input to the strategic plan that Father Hal, Priest in 
Charge, will submit to the Bishop and the Diocesan Standing Committee for canonical 
consent. 

Committee Participation and Commitment 

We are seeking parishioners who are current regular and contributing members of Grace 
Church to serve on the working group. We hope to bring together people with a range of 
backgrounds, perspectives, and ties to both our campus traditions, as well as different 
generations within our parish. 

The committee will meet approximately once or twice a month from October 2026 through the 
winter. Members will assist in reviewing and preparing presentation materials, facilitating 
parish discussion sessions, and establishing the practical logistics for voting and teller 
oversight. 
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How to Express Interest 

If you feel called to serve on the committee, or if you would like to suggest a fellow 
parishioner, please contact either of us directly or reach out through the church office by 
Thursday, October 8, 2026. 

If more volunteers step forward than can be accommodated on an effective working group, the 
co-chairs, in consultation with the vestry, will select a balanced roster representing different 
segments of our community. Regardless of whether you serve on this committee, every 
parishioner will have multiple opportunities to review all materials, attend open discussion 
forums, ask questions, and take part in shaping the future of Grace Church. 

Thank you for your prayers, your commitment, and your ongoing care for our parish 
community. 

Faithfully, 

Jo McGrath  mcgrathinator@gmail.com 
Co-Chair, Campus Future Committee 

Richard Shaw rssshaw@gmail.com 
Co-Chair, Campus Future Committee 
Warden, Grace Church 

 

 

 
October 4 10:30 AM Holy Eucharist (Trinity Campus) Proper 22 

October 11 10:30 AM Holy Eucharist (St. Paul’s Campus)  Proper 23 

October 18 10:30 AM Morning Prayer (Trinity Campus) Proper 24 

October 25 10:30 AM Holy Eucharist (St. Paul’s Campus) Proper 25 

All Sunday services are live streamed to our YouTube channel. You can find our recorded 
services there, and on our Facebook page after the service is over. The links are: 

YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/@graceepiscopalchurchossini6692/streams 
Grace’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/graceossining/ 

mailto:mcgrathinator@gmail.com
mailto:rssshaw@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/@graceepiscopalchurchossini6692/streams
https://www.facebook.com/graceossining/
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LOAVES AND FISH 

On September 12th, Grace served 43 meals to our guests and sent home 26 more meals. The 
menu was pork loin, roasted potatoes, Mexican bean salad, with bread and dessert from 
ShopRite in Croton. Some people asked for second and even third helpings. Hungry people. 
And a couple of older construction workers helped by folding chairs on their way out. They 
weren’t asked to; they just did!  

Alison Ford 

 

 

 

 

 

INSTALLATION OF CANON SAM OWEN 

On Sunday, September 20, 2026, starting at 4:00 PM, the 
Rev. Sam Owen was installed as Diocesan Canon for 
Westchester and Putnam Counties and Canon for Global 
and Local Organizing. 

The service was at St. Thomas' in Mamaroneck. There 
were many Clergy attending from around the diocese, as 
well as choir members from All Saints’ Briarcliff, St. 
Augustines' Croton and others. I verged along with three 
Acolytes from St. Peters Peekskill, who serviced as 
Crucifier and Torch Bearers. Steve Pendzuk served as 
unofficial photographer for the event and there are about 
260 (!) pictures. 

Kate Pendzuk 

 

Join us for Afternoon Tea on Thursday afternoon, October 22, 
from 4:00–5:30 PM at our St. Paul's Campus.  No agenda, just 
company, tea, and snacks.  If anyone has any questions or would 
like more information, please email Tina at 
tina@graceossining.org 

 

mailto:tina@graceossining.org
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KEEPING "GOD'S PEOPLE SAFE" 

 

"The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and 
sisters also.” – I John 4:21 

Hello Everyone, 

We are working very hard to get Safe Church training completed in a timely fashion by 
everyone who needs to do it. Our goal is November 15th. If anyone needs help with logging in 
or has other questions, I can meet after Church on the 11th for a few minutes. You can also 
contact me at 914-523-8464 or email me at katependzuk@gmail.com to make other 
arrangements. (If you haven't received an email from me by September 15th, it means you aren’t 
required to take the training.) 

I log in to Safe Church regularly to see who has logged in and what sections have been finished. 
Unfortunately, I don’t know when you started a course, only if you’ve logged in to the website 
and finished a course. Here are our numbers for those enrolled in Safe Church 

35 enrolled: 

10 completed – (including most of the paid staff) 

3 are working with me privately on a regular basis to complete the courses 

17 have not started (including not logged in)  

1 has completed 50% or more 

4 have completed 50% or less 

The Diocese of New York is holding a Safe Church workshop at Grace’s St. Paul’s Campus on 
October 17th, from 9:00 – 3:00. if you are considering attending, please let me know so I can 
give you some information you need to register. You can then click here to register. They 
request that you can bring your own laptop and headset but can provide them if you need 
that. You also need to register by October 14th. No walk-ins will be allowed! 

Thank you for participating! 

Kate Pendzuk 

 

mailto:katependzuk@gmail.com
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=8l0GlyAzM0qOWC7KI6wd0z7M8hMxVbRGmf9Hl6ugselUMVYzTTMzWjRRWU1RV01XVUhUNFVUTEZYVy4u
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ART & SOUL SERIES 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE THROUGH ART USING VISIO DIVINA 

Thursdays October 1 – 29 at 7:00 PM on Zoom 

 

Email to sign up: mailto:ann.post@stpaulsriverside.org 

 

mailto:ann.post@stpaulsriverside.org
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GRACE GRIEF GROUP 

We meet on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month at 10:00 AM at our St Paul campus 
Family Room at 40 Ganung Drive. Anyone who may be experiencing a loss, seeking a safe space 
to listen, learn, and feel supported is invited to our gatherings. 

This month’s dates are the 10th and the 24th. 
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This inspirational debut novel, Theo of Golden by Allen Levi, has 
touched many readers by showing how a complete stranger can 
connect with others and make a profound difference. 

Perhaps a random person once gave you an unexpected, generous 
gift or recognized something in you that no one else has ever 
noticed? Or maybe you have ideas on how to spread kindness in 
your own community? 

This book feels like a perfect choice for us during what promises to 
be a challenging time. I hope you will accept this opportunity to 
enjoy this novel and imagine positive possibilities for the future 
with TBC! 

  
 

 

 

WELCOME, ANTHONY NOE MAGISTRO 
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Pleasantville Chamber Music Society 
 

FREE CONCERT 

Horszowski Trio 
 

Sunday, October 18, 2026 at 3:00 pm  

Pleasantville Presbyterian Church 

400 Bedford Road 

Pleasantville, NY  

 

 
        Jesse Mills                 Rieko Aizawa              Ole Akahoshi 

Program to Include: 

Trio No. 2 in C major, Op. 87 by Johannes Brahms 

Six Little Piano Pieces, Op. 19 by Arnold Schoenberg, arr. for 
piano trio by Rieko Aizawa 

Trio No. 2 in C minor, Op. 66 by Felix Mendelssohn   
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OCTOBER EVENTS 

  3 Hospitality Steering Committee (11:00 AM, Trinity Campus Upper Room) 
 4 The Book Club meets (James) (Noon, Trinity Campus Potter Hall) 
 10 Grief Group meets (10:00 AM, St. Paul’s Campus Family Room) 
 14 Thriving Parish Discussion (10:00 AM, St. Paul’s Campus Parish Hall) 
 17 Diocesan Safe Church Training (9:00 AM, St. Paul’s Campus Parish Hall) 
 18 First A Home (1:00 PM, Trinity Campus) 
 22 Tea and Talk (4:00 PM, St. Paul’s Campus Parish Hall) 
 24 Grief Group meets (10:00 AM, St. Paul’s Campus Family Room) 
 25 B&G Discussion of PPM Report (noon, St. Paul’s Campus) 
 28 Vestry Meeting (7:00 PM, St. Paul’s Campus) 

 
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Jackie Shaw 1 
Amy Monroe 2 
Carl Gonsalves 8 
Jean Marie Angelo 9 
Christine Pendzuk 9 
The Rev. Canon Charles P. Pridemore 9 
Robert Gormley 14 
Bea Gormley 15 
Kerri Cranston 18 
Jasun Moy 21 
Joanne Holsten Prince 23 

Jean-Charles DeOliveira Scappaticci 23 
Victoria Jusu-Davies 23 
Danny Black 25 
Ann Gulian 26 
Sam Bethea 28 
Philip Rosenbloom 29 
Joseph Flihan 30 
Mark Monroe 30 
Grant Pollack 31 
 

 
OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Cooper Conway and Peter Madison 5 
Raymond and Tina Farrell 18 

Linnet and Charles Baker 22 
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CLERGY 

The Rev. Hal Roark, Priest-in-Charge 
The Rev. Jean Marie Angelo, Deacon 

VESTRY 
 Cecilia Quintero, Warden Richard Shaw, Warden 

Jo Ann McGrath, Clerk 
 
Ann Barringer Spaeth 
Alison Ford 
Graham Gulian  

Milton Kerr 
Maribeth Osgood 
 

STAFF 
Beth Pollack, Treasurer 

Tina Farrell and Tamsen Hernández, Parish Administrators 
Suji Jung, Music Director 

Katherine Pendzuk, Verger 
Megan Whalen, Bookkeeper 

Anthony Sena, Sexton, St. Paul’s Campus 
Pablo Montoya, Sexton, Trinity Campus 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

To love God is a call to action. Strengthened by prayer, worship, and study,  
Grace Church embraces and serves all people, the earth, and every living thing. 

 


